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Introducing a New Community Voice
Thank you for taking the time to pick up this, your new monthly commu-
nity newspaper. One of our goals is to serve as a vehicle to bind together the 
many disparate voices that make up our cherished Brooklyn neighborhoods. 
With an eye to the future grounded in the rich history of our past, we are 
open to contributions from those who make up our reading audience. If there 
is a neighborhood concern you wish us to explore, or if you are interested in 
making a direct contribution as a writer or photographer, please feel free to 
contact co-publisher George Fiala at 101 Union Street, or better yet email 
george@selectmail.com.

Our other goal is to provide an inexpensive way for our local merchants to 
spread the word about their offerings to the interested public. Co-publisher 
Frank Galeano will help plan an effective campaign and can be reached at 
917-365-8295, or in-person at 104 Union Street.

First Block of Union Street Host to Music & Fun
Last month saw two events that unexpectedly brought the sounds of music to Union 
Street between Van Brunt and Columbia. First, the corner gallery WORK hosted an 
opening replete with the requisite white wine as well as a young rock and roll band 
who set up on the corner and filled the air with raucus, enjoyable sounds. A few weeks 
later, their neighbor Scooter Bottega held an end-of-block party for their neighbors and 
scooter friends. Refreshments, including delicious pork sandwiches were served and two 
bands performed.

If there is but one good byproduct of the unfortunate closing of the Union Street bus 
stops, it is that a larger block festival may be possible in the future, perhaps joined by 
new neighbor Select Mail, who at 101 Union is resurrecting the old Star puppet theater 
in a modest way with a performing arts area planned as part of it’s ground floor.

The following is a description of the gallery space at the end of Union Street taken from 
their web site:  WORK is a former mechanic’s garage turned gallery and project space on the 
Red Hook waterfront specializing in the exhibition of emerging artists working across all mediums.

Since January 2007, WORK and our artists have exchanged and imparted ideas democratically, 
seeking to utilize the space in the dissolution of barriers. In a time and place where many are 
searching for more, bigger and more expansive, WORK is committed to bringing important mat-
ters of culture into close circles, for critical discussion and reflection. 

Work is at 65 Union Street, Scooter Bottega is right next door. The Red Hook Star-Revue
104 Union Street
Brooklyn, NY 11231
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10% Off 
all rugs with this coupon

(not to be combined with any other offer)
Expires 1/8/10.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK     
Mon.–Fri. 9am–7pm, Sat. 10am–7pm, Sun. 11am–6pm

  Free Delivery to Zip Codes 11231 & 11201

www.arearugworld.com  347-335-0322 
185 Van Brunt St. (formerly Brooklyn Liquidators) 

Area Rug World

Wholesale Pricing for the  
Distinguished Shopper

“PriCeS Lower than aBC CarPet anD iKea”

1,000’s of Rugs to Choose 
From including: Hand 
Knotted, Machine Made, 
Hand Tufted, Cow Hides & 
SHAGS STARTING AT $29.00 
CLEANING SERVICES Including Wool Carpets as low as $2.50 per sq. ft.

Expires 7/8/10 And All Your Other Insurance Needs

• Group Medical, Life, Disability, 
and Other Voluntary Products

• Life, Disability, Annuities, Long Term Care, 
Travel Insurance/Trip Interruption

• Homeowners, Renters, Auto, Business  

Call Us For a QUote!
 Health Insurance As Low As $284 Single/

$834 Family Per Month 
Full Coverage Doctors, $30 Co-Pay  

Hospital 100%, Rx    

Stephen C. Demaria              
Joseph Pernice Jr.

147 Union street
Brooklyn NY 11231

tel. 212-679-9807         Fax: 212-658-9662
toll Free 800-564-2775

Associated Consulting Group

 Representing

Revue Photographer Captures the Beauty 
of Springtime on Union and Columbia Street

Before the warm spring weather brings us the green leaves on the trees 
lining Columbia Street, we are greeted by a glorious sight of snowy 
white flowers that remind us of those still recent days of winter but 

instead are a premonition of the beautiful warm sunny days ahead. We 
were lucky to catch these trees in their full pom-pom splendor earlier 

this year. The picture below is the same block just last week.

International Sandwich Cafe
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Ads in the Red Hook 
Star-Revue appear 

in 5,000 local homes 
each month.

The Star-Revue is a new publication that 
is sent in the mail to high-income resi-

dents of the 11231 and 11201 zip codes 
in the communities of Red Hook, Carroll 

Gardens and Cobble Hill. For as little 
as $100 a month you can reach your 

neighbors in their homes with your paid 
message.

For more information call 
Frank Galeano at (917) 365-8295 or  

George Fiala at (917) 652-9128

www.oldbrooklynwines.com

Congratulations to the Red Hook Star-Revue!

Best Wishes from Brooklyn’s Leading Mail House...    
                       

101 Union Street

Brooklyn, NY 11231

718 624-5568

www.selectmail.com

EliTE FiTnESS STudio
111 union STREET (aT Columbia), CaRRoll GaRdEnS, nY 11231

(718) 596-0006
www.elitetrainingandfitness.com
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Select
mail

Our move to larger quarters means we now have a  
performance space

announcing the reopening of Union Street’s 
legendary Star Theater, Fall 2010

101 Union Street
Brooklyn, NY 11231
718 624-5568
www.selectmail.com

We’ve been mailing things for brooklyn businesses and institutions since 1988!

It’s you talking....

The Star-Revue gladly accepts letters and articles from local residents. You may 
mail in your comments to Editor, Red Hook Star-Revue, 101 Union Street, 
Brooklyn, NY 11231 or email us at gbrook@pipeline.com

by Aimlow Joe,  www.aimlow.com 

Dear British Petroleum, I am addressing this letter to your whole company and not 
just one man because just as it takes a village to raise a child, it takes an entire com-
pany to wreak as much damage to the Gulf of Mexico as you are currently inflicting.

I really have to hand it to you. You don’t do anything on a small scale. You 
drilled the deepest off shore well in history with the Deep Water Horizon rig and 
you immediately parlayed that good fortune into the mother of all environmental 
disasters, Chernobyl not withstanding of course. No one counts Chernobyl outside 
of the dead zone.

Along with countless other oil guzzling Americans I watched with disbelief at 
the live video feed of the oil gushing from the broken wellhead. I couldn’t believe 
the pictures were so clear. Just a few weeks before I saw video of the Times Square 
Bomber that looked like it was filmed with a security camera purchased from Crazy 
Eddie’s circa 1986. The quality was so grainy I was annoyed at being asked to try 
to identify the suspect. Luckily in the end they didn’t need my help. You have to 
hand it to the NYPD, they are very good at what they do.

Your pictures are so clear and emotionally moving. The broken wellhead is over 
a mile under the ocean after all. Whatever you are lacking in know how in the 
area of capping a broken well a mile deep, you sure make up for in transmitting 
mesmerizing images to the surface. I love the way the oil is flowing up, not down, 
defying gravity. It’s like a waterfall in a negative world.

I am happy that you are willing to try just about anything to stop the gusher. If I 
were cynical, I mean more cynical that I already am, I would accuse you of sitting 
back and waiting for the well to run dry. But I know that is not what you are doing. 
I know you are in a tough spot. You are improvising, troubleshooting and problem 
solving on the fly. It is a tough job. I liken you to the Apollo 13 astronauts. They 
too had to improvise under adverse conditions. They too were under intense pres-
sure and media attention. I am sure you have seen the movie so I don’t have to tell 
you how it turns out. I just know your troubles will turn out just as well.

I saved all of my old golf balls and hair for you. Please let me know where you 
need me to send them. Is C.O.D OK? It’s not like any of us have any extra cash 
lying around these days. I really want to help in anyway I can.

But I don’t want to let you off the hook so easily. That would be rewarding 
incompetence and that is just plain wrong. So I have decided to stop buying BP 
gasoline. I know this is a small gesture and won’t hurt you in any way, but it is truly 
the least that I can do. Sure all gasoline eventually winds up in the same pipelines 
and even though I am not buying gas from you, I’ll have to buy if from someone 
else. And of course I am not prepared to just stop buying gasoline altogether. I have 
to drive after all. I am not planning on walking to work. If I had a job I mean.

Grinding Crankshafts 
on Van Brunt Street

If you think that factory work and big 
machines have completely left the Unit-
ed States, you could take a walk down 
past the back of the Battery Tunnel  and 
look inside the doors of Golten Marine, 
where you will see a scene that will make 
you think that perhaps you are back in 

the 1930’s, except for the fact that these 
machines no longer need hundreds of 
men to operate them. Golten is a world-
wide shipbuilding and repair company 
with a branch at 160 Van Brunt Street. 
The Norwegian company is famous for 
patenting a way to grind a crankshaft.
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Hospitality at Ferdinandos Foccaceria 
Frank Buffa, owner of the legendary 
Ferdinando’s Foccaceria, 151 Union 
Street, hosted Ivette Velez on her 
birthday recently. Ivette, Evelyn and 
Christina work down the street at 
Select Mail, and are newcomers to 
the neighborhood, although Ev-
elyn was born on Columbia Street. 
The shop had been up on Court 
Street for 10 years, on the block 
next to St. Mary’s Star of the Sea 
Church. George Fiala, owner, has 
been quoted as saying that while in 
the old days it didn’t seem that way, 
the other side of the BQE is now 
definitely a breath of fresh air, and 
he is very happy to be a part of his 
new neighborhood. His move was 
made easy through of efforts of Greg 
D’Avoca, real estate specialist at 
Galeano Real Estate.
Select Mail specializes in bulk mail-
ings for businesses, while Ferdinan-
dos, as we all know, specializes in 
the much more important matter of 
creating wonderful Sicilian rice balls.

Robert Lombardi
Videographer

(917) 748-9382



Every Picture Tells A Story

These vignettes are  
all from the Columbia Street  

Waterfront District area. We will 
be writing about many of these in 

future issues of the  
Star-Revue
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104 UNION ST. (bet Columbia & Van Brunt Sts)

ph 718.596.9545 • fax 718.596.9479

FRANK GALEANO
REAL ESTATE

F O R  S A L E
3 STORY MIXED-USE BLDNG
COLUMBIA WATERFRONT

• LEGAL 2 FAMILY + STORE - PS 29 ZONE 
- TWO 1BEDROOM APTS (900 SQ FT EA.)

• EACH APT HAS A TERRACE 

• UNOBSTRUCTED VIEWS OF HARBOR  
AND DOWNTOWN NYC 

• SHORT WALK TO BKLYN BRIDGE PARK 

• 2000 SF STOREFRONT W 13’ CEILINGS
GAS BLOWER HEATING-CAN RENT 
FOR $24-$36/SF/YR 

• TAXES: APPROX $6000/YR 

• YR FUEL - STOREFRONT -$1200/APT 
#1-$600 / #2-$60 - EACH UNIT HAS 
SEPARATE BOILERS, ELEC METERS 

• WATER/SEWER - $900/YR 

• BLDNG: 20X 100( STOREFRONT)
TOP 2 STORIES 20X50 

• BUILDING IS 5 YEARS OLD

• EXCELLENT CONDITION

• CAN BUILD ADD’L STORY-- R6 ZONING 

RED HOOK- 3 STORY
BRICK MIXED-USE

• LEGAL 2 FAMILY + STORE 

• TWO 1BR APTS (720 SF EA) 

• STOREFRONT W/ YARD

GREAT FOR GALLERY,   

RESTAURANT

• BLDNG: 18 X 40-LOT: 18 X 90 

• RECENTLY UPDATED 

• IN GOOD CONDITION

$1,600,000

$550,000 $1,250,000 

$775,000

RED HOOK- COFFEYST
• 3 STORY COMMERCIAL BLDNG

• 20 X 48 - NEEDS GUTT RENOVATION

• CAN BUY ADD’L LAND FOR $150/SF

SACKETT &HENRYSTS
• 7 FAM RENT STABILIZED-1 APT VACANT

• 4 STORY BLDNG NEEDS UPDATING

• 20 X 50 ON 20 X 100 LOT

UNION ST & HOYT ST
• 3 FAMILY / 3 STORY BRICK BLDNG 
• (2) BRS & DUPLEX W FINISHED BASEMENT
• BUILDING IS IN GOOD CONDITION 
• 20 X 50 ON 20 X100 LOT

Frank Galeano Real Estate is a privately owned and operated company that has represented
the Carroll Gardens, Cobble Hill and Red Hook neighborhoods for over nine years. Buying or
selling a home or commercial property can be stressful...Frank Galeano Real Estate assures
our clients a fast, efficient process, removing as much stress and burden as we can from our
clients.We treat every client as though they are the most important person who has ever
walked through our doors. We have never forgotten how important it is to take people one at
a time and treat them with the same courtesy and respect with which we would like to be
treated. Whether you are purchasing or renting or just want some information and advice, stop
in at our office and let us show you why our friendly & knowledgeable agents makes us one
of the neighborhood's favorites.

$1,400,000
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2BR W AMAZING VIEWS
BOASTS A CUSTOM KITCHEN, DECK

W HARBOR VIEWS-STEPS TO FAIRWAY

• 3RD FL OF 4 STORY BUILDING 

• BUILT 2 YRS OLD 

• 2BRS --W GOOD SIZED CLOSETS 

• TILE AND WOOD FLOORING 

• FULL BATH-NICELY DESIGNED 

•LARGE PATIO... W HARBOR VIEWS 

2BR CONDO FOR RENT
HAS WASHER /DRYER HOOK UP IN APT

APPROX 850 SF --NICE DETAILS

• 3RD FL OF GATED COMPLEX 

• HARDWOOD FLOORS - HEAT INCL

• 2BRS --W GOOD SIZED CLOSETS 

• PET FRIENDLY--PS 29

• FULL BATH-NICELY DESIGNED 

• STEPS TO COLUMBIA ST 

red hook
$2,300 

4,000sf whouse
$5,000    

union st
$2,500 

RED HOOK- CORNER
• 18’ CEILINGS, HI ROLL UP GATE

• FINISHED OFFICES W 3 BATHROOMS

• BUILDING IS EFFICIENT IN HEATING, ELEC

• 4,000 SF - ACROSS FROM BATTERY TUNNEL

1BR + DEN ON TREE-LINE ST 
EXPOSED BRICK WALLS, WASHER DRYER,

PS 58...3RD FLOOR, EASY PARKING

• 3RD FL OF 3 STORY BUILDING 

• HEAT & HOT WATER INCL

• DEN USED AS WALK -IN CLOSET 

• WOOD FLOORING 

• PETS OK 

• SHORT WALK TO F AT CARROLL ST

woodhull st
$1,900 

1,500 sf store
$3,300 

1,300 sf offices   
$2,500 

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

COMMERCIAL LEASE

COLUMBIA ST W YARD
• 13’ CEILINGS, WIDE OPEN SPACE

• FINISHED WOOD FLOORS 

• MULTIPLE BATHROOMS

• WAS KIDS ACTIVITY CENTER

LUQUER ST- DUPLEX
• 14’ CEILINGS, -FULL KITCHEN-BASEMENT

•  2 BATHROOMS-CENTRAL HEAT & AIR

• BIG RONT DOORS --NICE LIGHT

•OFFICES, LAB, ARTIST STUDIO, GALLERY

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
SALES &  RENTALS

FRANK 917.365.8295 • GREG 917.453.3651 • JERRY 347.612.2250

We pride ourselves on our intimate,
neighborly service...we are dedicated to

excellence and committed to those we serve!

A very special thanks goes out to Captain Ken Corey and all the 
officers at the 76th Precinct...we appreciate all that you do to 
keep our neighborhood safe and a wondrful place.  —FG, GD & JL
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218 Columbia Street 
(between Sackett and Union Street)

718 643-2737   718 643-0741
Eat -In Take Out We Deliver

this Coupon worth 15% off (minimum $20)

Jalopy is Our Hidden Gem

Tucked away close to the Battery Tun-
nel entrance is a club at the forefront of 
our burgeoning music scene. In addition 
to an music store and school, Jalopy has 
become a venue for some of the most 
original both foreward and rearward 
looking music in the city, including old 
time folk, bluegrass and avant garde 
sounds. Ex-Fugs as well as Bill Laswell 
collaborators have graced their stage. 

Some of the highlights of the June 
schedule include Sasha Dobson, who is 
currently touring with Norah Jones, on 
the 1st; Milton, who has wowed them 
in the city and on national tour with 
his gritty city music, on the 4th, Tony 
Scherr, the Bill Laswell collaborator on 
the 8th, Andy Statman, an unbelievable 
bluegrass fiddler who has played with 
David Bromberg, but since those days 
has become an unbelievable clarinetist 

playing jazzy and bluegrassy klezmer-style 
music and on the 17th, the Wicked Mes-
sengers and the Susquehanna Industrial 
Tool & Die Co.

But don’t forget, if you need your gui-
tar set up, or are looking to learn a new 
instrument, Jalopy is not only convenient, 
but a great place to go for lessons and 
musical instrument repair and mainte-
nance, plus they have a nice selection of 
vintage guitars for sale.

The Jalopy Theater and School of Mu-
sic is located at 315 Columbia Street and 
is open every day but Tuesday and have a 
very snazzy website at www. jalopy.biz

Above is the Jalopy stage where excep-
tional music is presented nightly. Below 
is a sampling of the vintage instruments 
for sale.
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Red Hook History
A Monthly Feature of the Red Hook Star-Revue: Knowing our past is vital to knowing our future

Old South Brooklynites don’t forget 
easy. To some, Columbia Street may 
seem like a fairly bleak thorough-
fare with a few nice businesses and 
a lot of charmless, recent-vintage, 
red-brick architecture (right). But 
to them, it’s where they spent the 
Saturday nights of their youth.

From 1900 to 1960 or so, Columbia 
Street was what Court and Smith 
Streets are today—the place you 
bought your goods, ate out, saw 

customers, or Sonny and Nancy’s 
corner shop on Union, and you’ll 
see old black-and-whites of the 
bustling strip in its heyday. (The 
same pictures, actually.) One no-
table feature of the street back then 
was a huge, standing street clock. 
It was on the east side of Columbia 
between President and Union. It 
was well-known enough that people 
would use is as a meeting place, 
they way they do the information 
booth in Grand Central.

It was removed sometime in the 
‘70s. It may not have disappeared 
altogether, however. As one old-
timer said to me, “Somebody’s got 
that clock somewhere.” 

 

movies, met friends, had fun. Push-
carts lined Union Street between 
Hicks and Columbia. There were 
shoe stores, movie houses, lun-
cheonettes. Absolutely nothing of 
it is left today. The death of the 
docks, neglect and a big dig which 
caused many buildings to collapse 
utterly erased the street as a life 
force. But it didn’t erase memories.

Go in Two Fifteen, the newish 
Italian chowhouse with the oldish 

“Columbia Street Nostalgia: ‘Meet Me at the the Clock’”
by Brooks of Sheffield of Lost City,  http://lostnewyorkcity.blogspot.com

Opposite South Brooklyn is Governor’s island, between which and the 
shore is Buttermilk channel, about a quarter of a mile wide, in early 
times fordable by cattle, but now navigable for the largest vessels. The 
portion of land between Buttermilk channel and Gowanus bay is known 
as Red Hook point. Brooklyn is for the most part considerably elevated 
above tide water. The S. and E. borders are occupied by a broad range 
of low hills; a large portion of the S. part of the city is low and level. 
Along the East river S. of Fulton street is an irregular bluff, 70 ft. above 
the level of the sea, known as Brooklyn Heights. It is thickly built upon, 
and affords a magnificent view of the city and bay of New York. The 
city embraces several districts still locally known by the names which 
they bore when they were distinct municipalities. Brooklyn proper 
includes the older portion of the city S. of Wallabout bay, and the part of 
this lying S. of Atlantic avenue is known as South Brooklyn. Williams-
burgh includes the thickly settled portions N. of Wallabout bay.

The photos to the left and just below are generously contributed by President Street 
author Nino Pantano. They depict two Columbia Street shops owned by his father, 
Santo Pantano. His first shop is on the left and it borders a movie theater where if 
you look closely you will see that the Phantom is the featured film. The street clock 
described above was located right in front of the Florsheim Shoe store pictured below. 
The photo at the lower right depicts on of two rival photo studios on the same block.

Red Hook History Begins and Ends With Water
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